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FERTCARE PROGRAM 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling � Minister for Agriculture and Food) [12.06 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of a national program I launched last week that aims to improved water quality and lower nutrient 
levels in coastal catchments through better use of fertilisers. Last Wednesday I launched the advisory component 
of the Fertcare program in Harvey. At the heart of the program is the balance between productive farming and 
environmental protection. The Fertcare program will see accredited advisors play a vital role in advising farmers 
on the best practice use of fertiliser on their farms. Programs like Fertcare will help to ensure that a sustainable 
future for the agriculture industry is not at the expense of the environment. This is especially important on the 
coastal plain in the Swan-Canning, Peel-Harvey and Vasse-Wonnerup catchments that the community and the 
government regard as iconic. Clearly, the environmentally sensible use of fertiliser is in the best interest of 
farmers. The United Nations states that the world�s arable land has declined by about 50 per cent since 1963, but 
that increases in production have been possible through improvements to plant varieties, cultural techniques and 
fertilisers. Best practice fertiliser use benefits not only consumers who want the safety of their food guaranteed, 
but also the users of our rivers and oceans who want clean and algal-free waterways. Australia uses between five 
and six million tonnes of fertiliser every year and while fertilisers are essential to productive agriculture in 
Australia, they can also cause damage to the environment, to food safety and to the health and safety of workers 
in the industry when misused. Fertcare is not compulsory, but is highly recommended by governments around 
the country. This year, the Department of Agriculture and Food is conducting trials and establishing 
demonstration sites for improved fertiliser management. Low water-soluble phosphate fertilisers are included in 
these trials. These trials are funded and coordinated by the Department of Environment and Conservation and the 
Swan River Trust as part of the fertiliser action plan. Fertcare is basically an industry response to improving the 
productivity and environmental performance farmers get from use of fertilisers. The outcome of improved 
fertiliser management should be welcomed and supported by all stakeholders including industry, farmers and 
environmental and community groups. Improved fertiliser management is a key objective of the proposed 
fertiliser action plan and Fertcare is an integral part of the plan�not a replacement for it. I commend the 
Fertilizer Industry Federation of Australia and the Australian Fertiliser Services Association for their 
commitment to environmental responsibility and food safety in the agricultural sector. Both the systems used to 
determine recommendations and the individual advisors will be subject to audits to provide farmers with 
confidence their recommendations are accurate and not influenced by sales targets. I expect farmers in sensitive 
catchments will seek advice on their phosphorous use from a Fertcare accredited advisors. This way producers 
will be confident they have got the right advice tailored to their individual situation. As a result, they will be able 
to maximise their productivity and improve the management of their natural resources for future generations.  
 


